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August 5.
WE   have   had   some   interesting   native visitors this week.
On Sunday forenoon a young chief called Tui arrived with his ' talking-man'; Louis had been the means of persuading him to join Malietoa's side when Mataafa was deported, and resistance became no more than rebellion. They dined with us, and afterwards had a long talk with Lou about Samoan affairs; and at evening lot^i, Tui gave a prayer in Samoan, while Louis followed in English.
The next day an old chief from the other side of the island came to Vailima with his * talking-man'; he too had a long consultation with Tusitala, and stayed to lunch.
On Tuesday morning, immediately after breakfast, not one chief, but a war-party appeared, having come from Safata across the island; there were sixteen men with muskets, and two women, who carry the cartridges and hand them out when fighting is going on. They brought Tusitala a gift of a white bullock for drawing a waggon; and they were also accompanied by a mare with her foal, because, as they explained, she was ' a friend of the bullock's,' and he would follow wherever she led. They went on to beg that they might leave the mare and foal with us until they were able to come back and fetch them ; and as they live close to the seat of war,